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SUMMARY IN PLAIN ENGLISH (WITHOUT LEGAL VALUE) 

What is it?

This decree-law defines rules for the use of unmanned civil aircraft systems, known 

as drones, in Portugal.

What will change?

1. People wanting to operate drones must be registered 

It will be mandatory to register with the National Civil Aviation Authority (ANAC 

— Autoridade Nacional da Aviação Civil) in order to operate drones weighing 

more than 250 grams. The electronic registration will be done on a digital platform 

managed by ANAC, whom will keep it updated.

2. Insurance will be required to operate drones with more than 900 grams

Only people with civil liability insurance covering damage to other people or to 

drone-affected items can operate drones with more than 900 grams.

QUARTA-FEIRA, 25 DE JULHO DE 2018 



People with a sport-related insurance that already covers the risk of such losses do 

not need to make a new insurance.

3. Drones can be operated by any registered person

People do not have to own a drone to operate it. Owners who allow the use of their 

drones by registered individuals must keep a record of that transfer for a period of 

two years, including the data of that individual, which ANAC can check when 

needed.

What are its benefits?

This decree-law is intended to guarantee the safety of Portuguese airspace and to 

avoid any damage caused by drones, since there are no European or international 

laws on their use.

When does it come into effect?

This decree-law comes into effect 5 days after being published.

After ANAC launches the electronic platform, people wanting to continue operating 

drones will have 60 days to register.

This text is intended to present the content of the legal act in accessible, plain and 

understandable language for citizens. The summary of the legal act in plain language 

has no legal value and does not replace the consultation of the legal act in the Diário 

da República. 


